CHAPTER XIV
REVIEW
THE problems  which have  been discussed in the
two books of this survey are  all, in one way or
another, the result of recent contact with the out-
side world. This contact is affecting the whole structure of
\frican society, and every phase of life and thought of its
individual members.
It is causing changes which are both rapid and uneven,
and is subjecting African society to heavy strain. Julian
Huxley in a recent book1 stresses the new and formidable
problem caused by modern scientific and technical de-
velopment, which has everywhere speeded up the rate of
major social change. It means in effect, he says, that each
individual may have to recast his ideas and attitudes once
or even twice during his working life. If this makes life
difficult, even for educated men in Europe, it makes it still
more difficult for Africans, most of whom are uneducated.
Indeed, they are subjected to double stress. They have
to catch up, as it werfe, from a tribal to a modern organ-
ization of society, while modern society itself is changing
at a rapid rate. Under these circumstances it is not sur-
prising that change is uneven as well as rapid, and it is this
quality of unevenness that causes tropical Africa's most
difficult problems. Many examples of uneven develop-
ment have been given in earlier chapters. For instance,
land is now used for profit as well as for subsistence, so
that more land is cultivated than ever before. This change
should have been accompanied by changes in land tenure
and in agricultural methods. They have failed to come
1 On Living in a Revolution^ Ghatto and Windus 1944*
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